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EUROCONTROL MUAC AND INDRA, THE FIRST TO TEST-RUN A READY
TO MARKET ADS-C APPLICATION THAT WILL BOLSTER AIR TRAFFIC
SAFETY AND EFFICIENCY

e This technology, based on a data interchange via datalink, allows air traffic control centres to
establish a 'contract’' with aircraft to have knowledge of their routes, either periodically, on
request or when rerouted

e The test, with now certified airborne and industrialised ground systems, was run for the first time
in the world this past February. The system is to be commissioned in MUAC operations this
coming May in support of live SESAR trials

e |t bolsters efficiency in complex airspaces, anticipating the synchronization of air/ground routes.
It increases safety and reduces the amount of voice communication, thus lessening the workload
and boosting capacity for handling more traffic

Madrid, March 11, 2019.- EUROCONTROL’s Maastricht Upper Area Control Centre (MUAC) and Indra
successfully performed the world's first test run of the ATN ADS-C application developed by Indra used to
automatically monitor aircraft routes with the aim of bolstering safety by anticipating possible discrepancies in
air/ground routes.

The test took place last February 14 with an Airbus plane that took off from Toulouse and was equipped with
a new datalink technology (ATN B2).

On its passage through the airspace managed by MUAC, the aircraft and ground system connected via
datalink to employ the Automatic Dependent Surveillance Contract (ADS-C) and Controller Pilot Data Link
Communications (CPDLC) applications. Using a ‘contract’, the on-board computer and ground systems
agreed to receive the aircraft's route periodically, on request of the controller and whenever it is rerouted.

The system reduces the amount of voice communication needed between the pilot and controller, thus
lessening the workload, reducing the likelihood of errors, increasing the precision of the data exchange and
improving the air traffic handling capacity. This system leads to increased efficiency in air/ground route
synchronization, thanks to the early detection of discrepancies between both routes.

After successfully testing the system, EUROCONTROL’s MUAC and Indra are finishing up the necessary
work to complete its deployment and final commissioning in a pre-operational set-up in May.

MUAC will then become the world's first control centre to start using this technology pre-operationally to
reinforce air traffic safety. Indra thus proves, once again, that it is at the cutting edge in the development and
deployment of the latest generation of systems that can respond to the needs of its clients.

About Indra

Indra (www.indracompany.com) is one of the leading global technology and consulting companies and the
technological partner for core business operations of its customers world-wide. It is a world-leader in
providing proprietary solutions in specific segments in Transport and Defense markets, and a leading firm in
Digital Transformation Consultancy and Information Technologies in Spain and Latin America through its
affiliate Minsait Its business model is based on a comprehensive range of proprietary products, with a high-
value focus and with a high innovation component. In the 2018 financial year, Indra achieved revenue of
€3.104 billion, with 43,000 employees, a local presence in 46 countries and business operations in over 140
countries.

Communications and Media Relations
Phone: + (34) 91 480 97 05
indraprensa@indracompany.com


mailto:indraprensa@indracompany.com
http://www.indracompany.com/

